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The Applicant would 



10/614,631 
REMARKS 

, ke to thank Examiner Pham for the analysis contained in the 

Examination Report dated July 16, 2004. 

Cairns 1 and 2 presently stand rejected under 35 U.S.d § 1 03 as being unpatentable 
over ToreK lS son et a.. '096 n view of eitner Allan "044 or Northcutt '830. T*. App.icant 
a C Know,ed g e S and respects, traverses the raised obsess rejections in view of the 
following remarks. 

IW AppHaanf, ex»Hencetha,a0% ofatame^g M*«-i-A»l— «-<— 
upon ,e servfce. have a single a«ess opening. The othe.20% a. the untts M Applicant 
^oa.edupoa.aaa-v.cahavie^ra^ara.aracc.ss.Qf^fton.orrear^caaaun.,, 

some use only parallel *a*s while ethers usa "frames-. The preblem a. a, bypass. 
as descdbed lathe Bsefcground a. invent. *»»^"»-«*»— 
inserted ,n.o Mra.es- The-frames" herder the _.«. •« sides ana serve «o reduce a,r 

or rea, access Mr aaajna, M an,» use parana, decks, as illusfrated in Figs. 5 and 6 o, 

prevent to, meet aprons, eniy at*. top and bottom a. I. where me M. are 
*„rted into «. Wrs". Tha pntefcrn . air bypass between the abuding ends otthe filters, 

as Illustrated in Fig. 7. 

ToreHsson a, ai. "ok disdasas a raa, access unit As illusttrted in Fi 9 s. 3 - 6. asch af 
■h. filters i. iacared in ,« c m cartrtdge whfcl, in turn, is posrsoned in M own individual frame. 
The frame being made up a, aiders (Flgs. 3 and 4, or bomer bradre* (Figs. 5 and 6). 

i Tareklssan at af. 095 remain as Separate individual entities whan 
t should be noted that the filters oflToreklason et at. 095 are placed 
■n» m a nam. from tha r M r, each m, befng instiled one a, a «me through different iocadons 
„ the .reme To^lsson e. .1. '095 is focused upon demanding air frdradon appllcadons 

— - h,ah ° eP T *~ * ' ^ best AVAILABLE 
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no single access opening in 



10/6U,631 

in contrast to the teachings of Toreklsson «t al. <095, according to the claims of the 
; are connected by T shaped conriectors that are separate from 
toefilter bank or filter frame, These filters fit into channels ofth^r shaped connector and are 
inserted into tne fitter bank. B jcause the fiiters are joined together by means of the connectors, 
the filters are installed as a though they are a single unit. 

Next. Allen 044 teaches a filtering system comprising) a frame holding a number of 
individua, filters. These individual filters are placed separately into the bank. A plurality ofT 
shaped members then supp 3 rts the filters in the bank and fdrm the "gndworiT. These -T 
shaped support members supnd each of the filters and sea. toe filters with reaavardly facing 
fiange, Aswltotheteachin^ 

the frame from the front or rear. Also in contrast to the presently claimed application there is 



which the frames are inserted into position 
The teachings of AIM* '044 are. like the teachings Tdreklsson et al. '095, in contrast 
to the currently claimed app ication for the same reasons stated above. 

Northcutt -880 teachls a ceiling filter assembly, In whjch a single filter is inserted into 
an individual frame (see FigL 8 and 9 of Northcutt '880). The filter is he.d in place within the 
frame by seats within support brackets. These support brackets 64, as seen in the cross 
sectional view of Fig. 7, do not in any way connect a numbe^ of filter panels In a side by side 
relation. Additional these support brackets ("connector (64)j" as referred to by the Examiner) 

have a distinctive cross section. 

The Applicant asserts the claims of the currently claimjed application are vastly different 
than the teachings of Nctocutt '880. As currently claimed, the connector of the current 
application has an Tshapi. This shape enables the connectors to couple two filters together 
in such a way that the filters and connectors are able to slid4 Into and along the frame without 

any undue restriction. - • 

To further distingu sh the claims of the current appljcation form the cited references, 
the Applicant amended tt» claims to emphasize the differences. The claims now specify that 



10I1WO* **>*M 



6 
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me wm deck con,,,,, o, ^ spaced .racks. which revive Wrs In side by side ebutdng 
^adon. elso specldes fha. when me fdter panels ere inserted inte M Alter benk. ere M 
s , d es of each fUter engages the filter decks. The T edaped conneco-s ere pieced on 
M second sides of seeding «ter penels to prevent alrbypaas b«ween me second sides 
o, sdiaoen, mm panels. This amendment Is Handed A> dlsdnguish over the filter 
dank, of .he cited references. a„ Of which .each -naming- o^fhe «ters. The filter dank .of 
To.ek.sson e, a,. 095 has individual frames Ho which each pter Is inserted (see Rg «). 
Men -044 has one lanje frame ,8. However, frame 1 6 eanne. |ccommodate filters 28, unless 
may ere Irs. Inserted in.0 a -grtdwork" 32. The filter dank of Alan '044. meretere. consists of 
ftam. 18 end gndwork 32, L oombinadon. Northcud -880 ^ en indMdual frame, which 

substitutes for a ceiling tile. j 

The pending Calms , W specify the, T shaped conn*fors that are discrete from me 
me, dank. The Appdean. is making a claim to a part.cu.ar configuradon. an T shape. 
Under the Feste and Honeycud docdlnes ralrding . fife wrapper estoppel, me Appdcan. w.,1 be 
r^cted to such an T shaped oonf^uradon. As stated above, me Examiner has express* 
mo opinion mat support bracks 64 of Morthcod 880 are T shaprf.or mo* pree.se* can da 
T shaped or any other shape aa desired. The Applicant respectful* does no. view how me 
support bracket 64 as ..lushed In Fig. 7 of Northcud '880 resembles .he T shape o, Fig. 4 of 
me present ctelms. The Accent can no. conceive as to how the cross section of support 
bracket 64 oould be used » connect abuding f«ter paneis. However, i. is difficult to contend 
wdh ma Examiner ng ^^e^^^^.^^^^' n ^ ttM 
me shaoe of me connecter does not mader because you could use "any shape deeded". 
TheApplioantadamantlydsagreeawimmiscontendon. invLwofmeSxaminefsposidonon 
mis issue me cum*, ckdn amendments are intended fo distinguish over me "support 



bracKets 64" of Northcutt 



Uo on a different basis. The Applicants invention is intended to 
pll^rbypass h listing filter banks ,n which filters are, ,rranged in a side by side abutting 
re.at.on. It Is respectful./ submitted that this differs from any "support bracket" of the 



-7 - 
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trance, regress o, eh a pe. »h,ch Is ^ » - — «-*■ * * 8 ' M 

subn**. ft* «. T shaped * — •«« » ~" ^ ^ 

tendon! Allan 044u.es T shaped n,^ 34 to ccn.m.CK.dw^ 32. 

ran no , concede o, he* the ~ shaped -OdntW of Allen "0 - 4 could be used «o prevent * 

^pass ,n abedlng «.er panels, wKhout using .hem ro f*m a crtdworK ,o frame" each c. me 

filter panels as taught by Alia n '044 . 

The Applicant added dependent claims 3 and 4 bating to the use of a sing* access 
opening. This configuration represents the majority of the marKet and serves to further 
c«s«ngu.shover*ecited referees. The App.icantas.a that t^eExa-niner give considarafion 
to Caims 1 and 2, which have been maintained with broad snough .anguage to cover the 
versions Illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 of the present application. 

In order to emphasise the above noted distinctions 
invenfic^andtheap^ 

■[a] method of preventing air bypass in a filter bank, comprising of the steps of: 
providing a filter bark having a filter track^onslsfiuflJ 



|3 f parallel sn?^ri tracks. 



^ILTVIWing ■■• - 

which receives filters in side by side ajjutting relation inserted through an aocess 
opening; providing rectanguiar filter paneis. . .providing T shaped connectors. 
1LjUrJj3 ^ . .andinseningthefilterpanelsthroughthe 

■rf ftach me ' angaqina the 



access opening into, the filter bank w j t h the first sides 
n]fc*jra^and sequentially connecting the filter panels in side by side relation 
With the T shape! connectors by placing the secdjnd sides of ^butting filter 
panels into the opposed channels of the T shaped 
positioning of the" 



• shaped connector prevents air b /pass between the secoM 

sides of adjacent lilter panels*, 
su^featurwa^bel^e-edyaad^^ 
from all of the art of record, moulding the applied art. '• 
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of opposed channels of the 



requests the Examiner to 
drawings, which contain trie 



the raised rejection should 
on his/her expertise in this 
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Ne „ cWm 5 .urther re*e * teaS ' °" e "'" StePed 

pane* WU en*»y ■—.■«- - - P— " — ^ °" 

othe , sucn that »e « J - ae* se^y *-*«• ^ pane, en 9 a 9 es * ana „ 
guWed a*n 9 w„n - •« 1* ana U*ea,n 9 *. T shepea - —an »e secana 
s ,aas c, ma - sepuen,*,* ana pan. eucn M eacn « — Pe» 

d oppoaaa _ - .-r «"~ J °" he ^ *" " 

mer pane, ana, a u an 9 epe,aaon «*. « b-*. « Tehaoea aonnarfa, *«. 
by paa* a ba W aana 1 aaacna Sl aaaafa,. W oaaiacaa„m.,pana 1S -. 

,„ a, toe fare.Cnp an,ana m .n« ana a^en* ,t ,a .eepec^y M 
thepra50 „ t app li oaaon iS nc„ 1 nac 0 na, to n for a ll owanca. 

the aarly issue e( a Notice if Allowance. 

» en, ^aner emLmen, » «. app»ca«on „ Pe»eved necessary .a aavance 
proserin ana p..ce «. ceaa ta -a™, me la aourWy sa,,c«ea ro 

contact .na unaars^nea represent a. the AppUcan. to discuss the same. 

HKn ^illw ci ihrr.il 



.n^o.^ePav^enamen^ana—.lare^llyaubm^^ana.me 

ral «a — - * ** — " ** EX8mine ' T 

Tnratdsson a. a, 0 9 5. AM 044 or — "oSO, refer n«s. - *«— ** 

. ~, r,,c«nps or the drawing or 



Indicate the specific passage 
, necessary teaching, suggestion 



law. As such teaching, suggestion and/or disclosure is not 



or passages, or the drawing or 
and/or disclosure required by case 
present in the applied references. 



; field, the Applicant respectfully 



be withdrawn at this time; Alternatively. If the Examiner is relying 



requests the Examiner to enter an 
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entered In this case by the Apolicant. 
Inview/oftheforegoinll 
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position so that suitable contradictory evidence can be 
rtis respectfully submitted that the raised rejections should be 

W ^andth,s^ 

.eformofaneariyNot^ 

THeApplicantrespecL reqUeS tsthat any ou« ohjections or retirements, as 

thlS Ithe event that J. are any fee deficiencies or ad.Ua. fees are payable, p.ease 

Respectfully submitted, 

^ /y " 

Michael JjBujo%-Reg. 
Customen No. ^20210/ 
Davis & Bujold, P.L.L.0^ 
Fourth Floor 

500 Northt Commercial Street 
Manchester NH 03101-1151 
Telephone 603-624-9220 
Facsimilet603^ 24-9229 
E-mail: ^"^riavisanrihuiQld.com 
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